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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3, 4, 6-13 & 16-20 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 8, 9, 1 1, 13, 16 & 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kamimura Tokio (JP 2000- 125165). 

Regarding claim 8, Tokio discloses an elapsed time apparatus capable of adding an 
elapsed time to a digital image generated by a digital image capturing device (e.g., a digital 
camera, Figs. 1 & 4), comprising: 

an elapsed time counter (219) that is reset in response to a first image capture (see Figs. 4 
& 8, abstract and [0068]-[0072], wherein the counter is reset when a first live view image in the 
stopwatch mode is enabled on the display Dl 1); 

a memory (memory card 8) capable of storing a plurality of digital images and further 
capable of storing at least one elapsed time value (see [0064]); and a processor (211) 
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communicating with said counter (219) and said memory (8) and starting said elapsed time 
counter upon said first image capture (the first live view image), reading an elapsed time value 
(i.e., 0:20:00) from said elapsed time counter upon a second image capture (a second image 
captured as shown in D12 in Fig. 8), and adding said elapsed time value to a second digital 
image captured during said second image capture. See [0068]-[0072], 

Regarding claim 9, it is clear in Tokio that the user can select or deselect an elapsed time 
mode (the stopwatch mode is selected by pushing button 16), and wherein the memory (8) stores 
an elapsed time value for each digital image captured during the elapsed time mode (see [0068]- 
[0072]). 

Regarding claim 1 1, also disclosed is that the memory (8) stores the elapsed time value in 
each elapsed time storage associated (image tag) with the digital image (see [0064]). 

Regarding claim 13, Tokio discloses a computer-implemented elapsed time generation 
method for an image capturing device (see the analysis of claim 8 and Fig. 4, wherein the digital 
camera is operated under control of CPU 21 1 representing computer-implemented elapsed time 
generation, see [0081] for program flowchart), comprising the steps of 

generating, in a counter of said image capturing device, an elapsed time value 
representing an elapsed time between an event that causes the image capturing device to capture 
a first image (i.e., a first live view image in stopwatch mode) and an event that causes the image 
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capturing device to capture a second image (when shutter button 9 is pushed, see Fig. 8 and 
[0068]-[0072]); 

adding said elapsed time value to said second image, wherein the step of generating the 
elapsed time value comprises: resetting said counter (when the first live image is captured in 
stopwatch mode) in response to the event that causes said image capturing device to capture the 
first image, and reading a time value (i.e., 00:20:00 as shown in D12 in Fig. 8) from said counter 
ion response to the event that causes said image capturing device to capture said second image. 
See [0068]-[0072]. 

Regarding claims 16 & 19, see the analyses of claims 9 & 1 1, respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1 03 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 10, 12, 17, 18 & 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kamimura Tokio (IP 2000-125165) in view of Hatakenaka et al (US 
6,563,542 Bl). 
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Regarding claim 1, Tokio discloses an elapsed time apparatus capable of adding an 
elapsed time to a digital image generated by a digital image capturing device (e.g., a digital 
camera, Figs. 1 & 4), comprising: 

a counter (219) capable of measuring an elapsed time between a first image (i.e., a first 
live view image in stopwatch mode shown in Fig. 8) and a second image capture (see Figs. 4 & 
8, [0068]-[0072], wherein a second image is captured at an elapsed time 00:20:00 or 00:25:01); 

a memory (memory card 8) that stores a plurality of digital images and a plurality of 
different elapsed time values, wherein each elapsed time is associated with a digital image (see 
[0064] and [0068]-[0072]); 

a processor (211) communicating with said counter (219) and said memory (8) and 
obtaining an elapsed time value from said counter upon said second image capture and storing 
said obtained elapsed time value in said memory ([0064] & [0070]). 

Tokio also discloses at least one user input device (user's control buttons shown in Figs. 
1 & 2) provided on the digital camera. However, Tokio does not explicitly teach that the user 
selects at least one of the plurality of elapsed time values stored in said memory and instruct the 
processor to add the selected elapsed time value to the digital image with which the selected 
elapsed time value is associated. 

Hatakenaka teaches a manual mode for adding one of a plurality of times/dates selected 
from a memory into a captured digital image by switching an operation button to a 
reconstruction mode (1 1). According to Hatakenaka, the user is allowed to manually select and 
to instruct a processor (10) to add the selected time into the captured image (see Hatakenaka, 
Figs. 6 & 7, col. 5, line 45 - col. 6, line 22). 



Application/Control Number: 09/878,5 1 9 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2615 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement the 
teachings of Hatakenaka into the digital camera of Tokio to enable the user to select one of a 
plurality of elapsed time values stored in the memory and to add the elapsed time value into the 
digital image in a manual mode, thereby a digital camera with good operability is realized as 
suggested by Hatakenaka (col. 1, lines 5-8 and col. 2, lines 45-48). 

Regarding claims 3 & 4, see the analyses of claims 8 & 9, respectively. 

Regarding claim 6, see the analysis of claim 11. 

Regarding claim 7, Tokio discloses that the associated elapsed time value is stored in the 
memory card 8 as an image tag of each digital image. Tokio does not clearly teach that the 
adding step overwrites the elapsed time value onto a portion of the digital image stored in the 
memory. As taught by Hatakenaka, it is common in the art that related date and time of a digital 
image associates or superimposes (overwrites) onto a portion (i.e., at bottom or corner) of the 
digital image stored in a memory for printing as a permanent timestamp (see Hatakenaka, Fig. 7 
and col. 5, line 45 - col. 6, line 30 and col. 8, lines 1-9). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to configure the 
digital camera in Tokio to overwrite the elapsed time value onto a portion of the stored digital 
image for printing as a permanent timestamp which would be highly desirable for a track race or 
a sport event. 
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Regarding claim 10, see the analysis of claim 1. 
Regarding claims 12 & 20, see the analysis of claim 7. 

Regarding claim 17, see the analyses of claims 1 & 8, wherein the second image is 
captured at 00:20:00 in Fig. 8 of Tokio. 

Regarding claim 18, the combined teachings of Tokio and Hatakenaka as analyzed in 
claim 1 teaches that the adding step further comprising the steps of storing said elapsed time 
value; accepting a user input that selects an elapsed time value addition for said second image 
(captured at 00:20:00 shown in Fig. 8 in Tokio); and adding said elapsed time value to said 
second image (see Tokio, [0064], [0068]-[0072] and Hatakenaka, col. 5, line 45 - col. 6, line 21). 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time poHcy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
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CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nhan T. Iran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7371. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 7:30am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appHcations 



may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appHcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct,uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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DAVID L. OMETZ 
SUPERVISORY PATENT 
EXAMINER 



